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Thematic Category: 

Student Achievement

Aspiration:

We will educate the whole student by providing an 

enriched, high quality experience that empowers all 

graduates to be competitive members of the global 

society.

Priorities:

We will implement and support a challenging, 

standards-based curriculum across all content areas.

ALIGNMENT TO THE U-46 

STRATEGIC PLAN 



RATIONALE 
• Replace obsolete and out of print ESL resource in grades 9-12
• Support English language development for English Learners (ELs) in the Transitional 

Program of Instruction (TPI), Dual Language Program, and Bilingual Cross-
Categorical Program 

• Challenge students to actively engage with rich, grade-level content and to use 
academic language while providing them state-of-the-art support 

• Provide a learning path that helps ELs realize their potential, embrace the power of 
biliteracy, prepare for lifelong learning, and stay on track for college and career 
readiness

• Compliance with Illinois Administrative Code 228.30, which requires instruction in 
English as a Second Language for both TBE and TPI instructional program models

• Alignment with English language development standards (i.e., WIDA’s ELDS)
• Meet the rigor of CCSS 
• Alignment with U-46 ELA Framework Grades 9-12
• Focus on thematic, content-based instruction 
• Provide language development opportunities in the four language domains within 

context





RESOURCES SELECTED

My Perspectives and English Language 
Development (ELD) Companion
 Grades 9-12
 ESL Levels 3, 4, 5

Life by National Geographic Learning Cengage
 Grades 9-12
 ESL Levels 1,2 and Bilingual Cross Categorical



+

Tools to ensure success for ALL ELLs 

=English Language 
Development (ELD) Companion



MULTICULTURAL & MULTIGENRE



Available in:  
 English

 Spanish

 Arabic

 Filipino

 Hmong

 Korean

 Punjabi

 Russian

 Simplified Chinese

 Traditional Chinese

 Vietnamese 

Multilingual 
Glossary

INTEGRATED ELD SUPPORT

Summarized & 
Authentic Text

Chunked Text

Leveled Texts

Bridge 

Students to 

On-Grade 

Level Texts



Summaries in 
Spanish

Unit 
Openers in 

Spanish

INTEGRATED ELD SUPPORT

English Español

Transadapted
Texts

Spanish Grammar 
Support



READING SPOT APP & DIGITAL

LIBRARY & ELD COMPANION
Search texts by: 

 Genre 

 Lexile Level 

 Guided Reading 

Level 

 Grade Level 

 Language 

 Type 

3,944 Texts 
Available in English & 

Spanish

 Help students get to grade 

level with independent, self-

paced, and teacher-led 

instruction

 Targeted ELD instruction, 

support, and practice

Translation

Support

45+ Languages

3000+ Texts



Texts in the ELD Companion aligns to the 

unit themes and PBA in myPerspectives

WHOLE-CLASS 
"Riding with Rosa" Short Story 

"An Awful Lot to Live For: The Story of 'The Iron Horse'" Speech 

"Dieppe: A Doomed Mission" News Report 

"The Ant and the Grasshopper" Fable 

"Robots That Work" Academic Text: Science 

PERFORMANCE-BASED ASSESSMENT 
Argumentative Essay Option: Oral Presentation

ALIGNED CONTENT



ALIGNMENT TO CORE





…CONNECT TO AND PERSONALIZE 
FASCINATING, RELEVANT GLOBAL 
TOPICS

Life helps 
learners 
connect
to the 
world. 

Culturally 
relevant.



FEATURES

 Updated and relevant National Geographic content, 
photography, and video engages learners by connecting 
them to people and places from around the world.

 ‘My Life’ sections help learners explore the 
connections between the content and their own lives.

 An extended critical thinking syllabus now includes 
all six levels and encourages learners to develop and 
share well-informed opinions. 

 Exciting technology makes learning lively 
and easily accessible. 



 ‘Memory Booster’ activities improve students’ ability to 
retain and use new language.

A refined grammar syllabus provides increased 
scaffolding and an enhanced reference section. 

Revised vocabulary in the reading sections focuses on 
high-frequency terms needed to understand the meaning.

Classroom Presentation Tool includes the workbook 
pages, extra support, and extension activities.

Student App includes video, audio, grammar practice, 
interactive reading practice, expanded wordlists, and 
games.

FEATURES (cont.)



KEY LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT SUPPORTS



FOUR LANGUAGE DOMAINS



RATIONALE FOR 
RESOURCE SELECTION

LIFE by National Geographic 

Learning CEngage

 In-depth vocabulary and grammar 

expectations within context

 Rich visuals and videos promote 

interactions/discussions among students

 Activities focus on peer interaction and 

collaboration to support language

development in the four language domains.

 Engaging short reading passages 

 Provides language development strategies 

for ELs in ESL Levels 1 and 2

 Passages are high interest, low readability –

appropriate for self-contained special 

education students

 Provides support on vocabulary acquisition

 Good online components

MYPERSPECTIVES by Pearson
• Contains media-related tools, such as blogging

• Integrates with Google Classroom

• Rich variety of informational, fiction and poetry

• Online library

• All resources are readily available in one “location” 

• Data dashboard with online progress monitoring 

• Authentic and current audio /videos (NPR audio, Teaching Channel) -

ListenWise – updated daily

• Clearly aligned to U-46 ELA units of study+ CCSS and WIDA

• Broadcasting opportunity for students

• OpenEd – K-12 education resource library (age/educational appropriate 

filter) (games, videos, etc)

• Good for ESL Levels 3,4,5

• Editable assessments

• Promotes language development and support ELA Framework 

components within the four language domains (WRLS)

• Promotes critical thinking – Depth of Knowledge (DOK)

• Encourage teachers to work in small groups and build independence 

with self-assessment student led activities.

• Parent communication component, including Spanish



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

(If necessary)

SUMMER 2019 and/or FALL 2019 TBD



SUMMARY OF COST FOR 

RESOURCE ADOPTION 

myPerspectives



SUMMARY OF COST FOR 

RESOURCE ADOPTION Life



THANK YOU!

“To be successful in school, ELs need ample opportunities to interact with 
complex text and thought by listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It’s more 
than just learning English—it’s learning in English!”

-Dr. Elena Izquierdo, University of Texas


